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Screenshots from the Party Assistant app
The following pages will show you how to host your party with the app.
We recommend that you read the game guide (PDF) that came with your purchase before
reading this app guide.
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Getting Started

You can open the Party Assistant app by visiting https://pwm30mm.web.app/ on any device
(smartphone, tablet, laptop/desktop) with a browser (Chrome, Safari, Microsoft Edge, etc).

Tip: We recommend adding that link to your favorites/bookmarks/homescreen for easy
access to the app.

For mobile users, here is how you can add the app to your homescreen.

Onios
1) Open the app in Safari (using link above)
2) Select the share icon h
3) Scroll down the option list and select “Add to Home Screen”
4) Select “Add” (change the name first if you’d like; we recommend “PWM”)

On Android
1) Open the app in Chrome (using link above)
2) Tap the three-dot menu (:) in the upper-right corner
3) Select “Add to Home screen”
4) Select “Add” (change the name first if you’d like; we recommend “PWM”)
5) Choose where to place the shortcut (tap “Add to Home screen” or drag the icon
where you want it).

The process may vary by device, but it will look something like this:

Party Assistant - Playing W... X 1 . ﬁ
raommashan S -
Options >
- r
” 4 k7 /|
79&}(}% zu/,f(( ;l {I/({//f{ Print @
Icon appears on the
LAY GEIUDUGIY Add to Reading List Toled ‘homescreen
Hosts Add Bookmark m
Add to Favorites jfr
Add to Quick Note
SUests Find on Page ﬁ
Join a Party

Add to Home Screen
Markup ®
Find products on Amazon ~—
Save as Draft @

< [h m Edit Actions...

T MR R



https://pwm30mm.web.app/

New Party

Party Name

Choose a date

Creating Your Party
Begin by selecting “Log In” (first screenshot) and log in with the account you created on
PlayingWithMurder.com.
Next, create your party by selecting the “Add New Party” button (second screenshot) and
entering your party information (third screenshot).
< Back
79&}/{}% wifl (7[( Wik Enter Party
PARTY ASSISTANT There Might Be No Christmas
Don Carrasino
Thing in the Cellar
Great Canine
Guests High Wizard
Join a Party Malachai Stout's
Inquisition
° Add New Party
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Managing Your Guests

Select the “Create or Edit Guest List” button (first screenshot) and then the “Add Guest”
button (second screenshot) to add your first guest.
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Invite your guests!

Use the guest list page to help create and
distribute invitations for your guests.

Create or Edit Guest List

Game has not yet started!

View the hosting guide to run and

manage your party. © Add Guest

Begin Hosting

You will be prompted to select a character for the new guest. You may do this now or later, but
all required characters will need to be assigned before the game can start. Remember to assign
yourself a character if you’re playing along!

Tip: You may find managing your guests using the app to be easier on a laptop/desktop
computer, especially if you’re running a large party with lots of guest entries and invitations.
You can switch back-and-forth between different devices at any time as long as you’re logged
into the app using the same account on each device.
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Inviting Your Guests

You will need to send each guest a unique, personalized link (generated by the app) for them
to play the game as their assigned character when using the app.

Guest links can be found by selecting a guest (first screenshot) and copying from the Guest Link
section (second screenshot).

The guest links are also included in a pre-made invitation that you can copy, edit and send to
your guests (third screenshot), which is found on the same page.

{ BackTo Game

& BackTo Game & BackTo Game

Guest List

This list will be viewable by players using

You can copy the entire pre-made invitation and send it using your preferred messaging app

the app.

Party Host (Host)

No Character Assignment

Guest 1
Harrison Clarington

Guest 2
Grandma Winifred Stout

Guest 3
Mortimer Stout

Guest 4
Monica Stout

Guest 5
Sabrina Stout

Guest 6
Edwin Stout

0o |

Guest 8

Playing As:

A Grandma Winifred Stout
Malachai’s Wife

Change Character

Guest Link

Send this link to your guest so they can play using
the app as Grandma Winifred Stout, Malachai's
wife.

Guest Link

httpsz//pwm30mm.web.app/-NGOGS¢ |_|:|

Invitation

We have created an invitation you can copy and
send to your guests. (optional)

Send it with your favorite messaging app (text,
email, WhatsApp, Messenger, etc)

Note: You can edit message before sending.

Copy and Send Invite

Invitation

Text, email, or copy invitation below to this guest.
Note: You can edit message before sending.

Copy and Send Invite

Hi Test,

Please join my 30 Minute Mystery game,
There Might Be No Christmas.

In this game, eight people will play suspects in
a mystery set at Santa's Workshop.

I'd like you to play Donner, The Comic
Reindeer.

Use the following link to join the game online
using any computer, tablet or mobile device.

Your Guest Link

Otherwise, please contact me if you'd like to
play using a paper or PDF document.

| hope you can play! Please let me know.

Thanks,
Your Host

Guest Details

Feedback

(text, email, Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, etc) by selecting “Copy and Send Invite” button.

Simply paste the invitation into the new, blank message and send to the appropriate guest.

Alternatively, you may copy the guest link by itself and add it to your own invitation.

Note: You will need to resend your guest’s link if you change that guest’s character
assignment.
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Preparing the Game

Once you have decided on a time, place, and guest list, the next step is sending out invitations
and guest links and preparing optional game materials.

Sending Invitations & Guest Links

The earlier you send out the guest links, the more time your guests will have to get into
character and prepare costumes (if you are using them). Alternatively, this game can be played
casually at short notice with little preparation, so you can send out guest links shortly before
the game in that case.

Generally, we recommend the following:

e Send out guest links a minimum of 10 minutes before the game so guests have enough
time to learn about their character.

e Send out guest links 1-2 weeks before the game if you’d like your guests to come in
costume and/or have more time to immerse themselves into their character.

Backup Materials

We strongly recommend that you have at least one backup device ready in case a guest
shows up with no device or has a technical issue with their device (battery dies, technical
issues playing game, etc).

Alternatively, you can print out the paper versions of the character sheets as backups. This
may be helpful if you are hosting an event where it is important that the game is played with
minimal disruption (eg fundraiser, corporate event, large event, etc).

Optional Materials

Preparing Nametags

In-person games have the option of including printed nametags that are designed to fit into
plastic ID badge holders that can be purchased at most hobby and craft stores. These nametags
are found in the game guide (PDF) and should be handed out before the game, if you are using
them.

Using Real Objects Instead of Paper Clues

The clues in this kit are printable pictures that you show to your guests during the game;
however, some hosts take this a step further and replace these printed clues with real-life
objects and scenes. For example, if the clue is a red pen, you can show an actual pen instead of
the picture.
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Invite your guests! Guest Arrival

U: e the guest list page to help create and Starts: When first guest arrives.

| - L
dis tribute invitations for your guests. During this stage of the event:

Make certain that everyone has a
character sheet and visible nametag
Invite the first guests to mingle until the

rest of the guests have arrived
If you are using the audio tracks, start

Create or Edit Guest List

4
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G ame has not yet started!

View ti : hosting guide to run and “Cocktail Party.mp3”

L B party. As guests arrive, you've got a good chance

to speak with them one-on-one and help
Begin Hosting orient them to the party; this may be their
first murder mystery game! It's up to you if
you'd like to ask them to get into character
Thu, Sep 18 @ 3:39 PM !Jefo.re the g?me ofﬂciall? start%‘ Either w.ay,
it's time to give them their starting materials.
Test Party If using the app, this information should

already be available on their device.
Edit Party Details

Actl-Step 2

Running the Game
Once all your guests have been assigned characters and everyone is gathered for the game, you
may select the “Begin Hosting” button (first screenshot) to open the step-by-step party guide.
The party guide will appear as a series of cards that contain instructions and task lists (second
screenshot). Follow these instructions and complete the tasks to run the party.
= Playing With Murder
|
VIANHATIAN
Back to Pregame
Hosting Guide (Act 1)
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screenshot), as well as information about the other guests (second screenshot).

The app facilitates conversation among players by making details about other players easily
accessible in both the “Guest List” and “Recently Viewed Characters” sections (see second
screenshot).

= Playing With Murder = Playing With Murder

DUINIT DLAI AT UIGL WAD LUFTITU Up.

number of Fisk's high-society friends,
family members, and business
associates. Everyone is expecting an
evening dinner, drinks, dancing and
gossip—they aren't expecting a black out
and a grisly murder in the darkness. Guest List

View More
Character List

Tap on a guest’s name to learn more
My Character about him or her, and then start a
conversation!

Q Search by name... ‘

More >

Feedback

x
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Irene den Waldern

Jonathon Fisk Party Planner

Outcast = EIRED Performed by Guest 12
Jonathon runs Fisk Enterprises in

- X DA Irene den Waldern hired you and is the
Australia and r{as been |nvﬂfad back to View All party planner for this party. She’s known
New York for his brother’s big for paying well and being loyal to her staff.

celebration. Rumor says he left due (o
some scandal that was covered 0.

D Party by Playing With Murder

www._playingwithmurder.com

Guest List

Your hosting guide will give you specific instructions about what your guests should do, but
most of their use of the app will be to see background info about themselves and other players
to give them ideas for things to discuss in their conversations with each other.

Running the Game (continued)
Instruct your guests to use the app by viewing their own character’s information (first

T EeEVE TN




Running the Game (continued)

The Hosting Guide
As the host, you control the progress of the game from the hosting guide. Select “Begin
Hosting” to enter the guide (see first screenshot).

= Playing With Murder
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Invite your guests!

Use the guest list page to help create and
distribute invitations for your guests.

Create or Edit Guest List
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Game has not yet started!

View the hosting guide to run and
manage your party.

Begin Hosting

Thu, Aug 28 @ 12:06 PM
Manhattan

Edit Party Details
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Navigating the Game’s Stages

You'll start in the “Pregame” stage of the hosting guide. Once you’ve completed the pregame
tasks, you’ll select the “Start Act 1” button (see first screenshot), which will move the game
forward to Act 1 and update what is shown in your guests’ apps to Act 1 material.

You'll follow the same process to move the game to Act 2 and then to the game’s conclusion.

You can always move backward to a previous act if needed with the “Back to...” buttons at the
top and bottom of each screen. (see second screenshot)

{ Back

T

Starting the Game

Once those tasks are complete, you'll be
ready to start the game and begin Act |,
which is the mingling portion of the game.

Start the game at whatever point you want
your guests to start having convers:tions in
character. This can happen any timre after
the first few guests have arrived.

Select the “Start Act I" button beiow to begin
the game. This will update the #.pp for your
guests that are playing with th2 app to show

them their Act | information.

Are you ready? Then let's pe. ty!

Start Act 1

but the killer is surely still here.

We will now take a brief intermission as we

prepare for Act Two.

B Hand out the Act Two character sheets

to guests playing with the paper version
of the game. I This is not applicable to
guests playin j with the app).

Give the gue:t who was previously
playing Fran :is Fisk a new nametag;
during Act Two he will be playing the
part of Jes: Mclntire, one of the
caterers.

If you have 0't already done so, hide the
clue token s (Fisk's body, the bloody
knife, the :ell phone and the safe) for
the scav- ~ger hunt.

Back to Pregame Start Act 2
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Unlock

Presentation of Evidence

It is now time for the final presentation of
evidence. At this point, all evidence will be
reviewed and everyone will be given a
chance to provide any additional information
they might have regarding the identity of the
killer.

Starts: After the clue tokens have been
found and guests have regrouped.

During this stage of the event:

B Read the Fisk's Dead Body clue and
Bloody Knife clue tokens to the group.

B Read the Fisk’s Cell Phone clue token to
the group and wait for someone to
phone. Several characters have this
ability noted on their character sheets Clue: Ui X o Basly Kol

Running the Game (continued)
Clues & Scavenger Hunt
For most games, Act 2 contains a scavenger hunt portion where your guests seek out physical
clue tokens that you’ve hidden in the playing area.
You can show the guests details about the clues as they’re found by selecting “Unlock Clues”
(first screenshot) and then selecting the word “Unlock” (second screenshot) next to the clue
that was just found.
Once unlocked, your guests will be able to view the picture and description of the clue in their
own app. An example of what they’ll see is shown in the picture card below (second
screenshot).
cell phone, his safe, and. of course, his dead
body. Now let’s take a closer look at the ClueS
evidence!
B Select the "Unlock Clues” button below If you unlock a clue, it will be visible to your Juests.
and from that menu select "Unlock" next
to any clues that have been discovered. ﬂ Clue 1: Fn 5 fosin Unlock
B Clue 2: s B Unlock
Unlock Clues [3) Clue 3: & Ml Lock
v+ RS o
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app in a survey that will be shown in the app (see next page for details).

Ending the Game
The app will guide you through each act of the game, including the final voting period and the
unmasking of the culprit. When you’ve finished the final act, you will be offered the option to
“Conclude Game”. Pushing that button will show a final concluding screen to all players on their
apps, which summarizes and ends the game.
= Playing With Murder
The Culprit!
T EEeeT
. to stop him from
revealing that had
had told him he planned to
announce his crime this very night.
Game has ended!
Thanks for taking part in this
investigation and helping bring the culprit
to justice! The game has now concluded.
Please check with your host about any
remaining fun planned for this event.
Recently Viewed Characters
And that’s it! The game is then concluded. You will be invited to share your thoughts about the
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We invite you and your guests to share your experience with the app by selecting the
“Feedback” button and leaving comments about any changes you’d like to see in the app
(see screenshots).
All feedback is reviewed by our team, and your comments are used to guide how we
improve the game. Thanks in advance if you choose to leave feedback!
Playing With Murder ’laying With Murder =
You are playing: w: Speaking in:
Krampus 2 Turns
Welcome To:
TL@F e 1\[13}11 Be N
Christma
A 30 Minute Mystery Game '
Game has not yet started! Please leave comments & report bugs here
Start the game when your guests are assembled We'd love to hear your suggestions
and you are ready to begin.
Manage Guests Email (optional)
a o =3
wered by (@ usersnap
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Troubleshooting

Occasionally, a player might have a technical issue with the app. Refreshing (also called

reloading) the page in that player’s browser fixes most of these issues. Please direct any guest

experiencing issues to try refreshing/reloading the page.

If you encounter an issue that is not fixed by refreshing/reloading the page, please contact

service@playingwithmurder.com.

Questions?

Please email service@playingwithmurder.com with any questions you have about the app.

We will get back to you as soon as possible with answers during our normal business hours

(9-5pm CT, M-F).
.1
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